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Reform of Marine Management in Ireland

* National Marine
Planning Framework
(NMPF) 2021

* Maritime Area Planning
Act 2021 (as
amended)




MAP Act —
Creating a Coherent Planning System

MSP / Forward Planning — Competent Authorities for MSP
& DMAPs
State Consent — Maritime Area Consent (MAC)

Development Management — LA and ABP

Licensing of certain maritime activities - MARA

Enforcement — LA and MARA



Structure of the Maritime Area Planning Act

- Part 2:
Part 1: Preliminary

and General

Marine Spatial
Planning

Part 4:
Maritime Area
Consent

Part 5:
Marine Licencing

Part 7- Part 8:

Planning Act

Miscellaneous
Amendments

Part 3:

Maritime Area
Regulatory Authority

Part 6:

Enforcement

Part 9:

Foreshore Act &

consequential
amendments




MAP ACT 2021 Commencement Date

Part 1 (Preliminary & General)

Part 2 (Marine Spatial Planning & DMAPS)

Part 3 (MARA)

Part 4 (MAC)

Part 5 (Licencing)

Part 6 (Enforcement)

Part 7 (Miscellaneous)
Part 8 (Amendment of P&D Act)

Part 9 (Foreshore Act & Consequential
Amendments)

315t July (excluding S. 6 and S. 12)
S. 12 commenced July 2023

15t May 2023 (with the exception of Chapter 9)

S. 72 commenced 10 March 2022
Remainder commenced 17t July 2023

10 March 2022 (excluding Chapter 12)
Chapter 12 commenced 17™ July 2023

17t July 2023

10 March 2022

17t July 2023
1st October 2022

17t July 2023



Marine Planning in Ireland

An Bord Pleanala

Ireland’s national independent
planning body

Planning permission

The Minister

The Minister can designate a
Public Body as a Competent
Authority, can approve DMAP
proposals, review draft DMAPs
and can also make a DMAP
under 529 of the MAP Act.

MARA

Coastal Planning Authority

Assessment of Planning
Applications in the nearshore

Planning permission

Enforcement

Designated
Competent Authority

Once a Public body has
been designated by

the Minister they can
commence working making
a DMAP proposal

The agency with responsibility for certain consenting and enforcement functions. MARA will be responsible for issuing Maritime
Area Consents (MACs). A MAC provides a right to occupy the maritime area subject to planning permission. MARA will also have

responsibility for licensing certain other maritime activities.




Marine Spatial Planning

» MSP Directive 2014

» Effective and strategic tool to coordinate different activities at sea and

prevent conflict over the use of maritime space.

* In order to promote the sustainable growth of maritime economies, the
sustainable development of marine areas and the sustainable use of marine
resources, MSP should apply an ecosystem-based approach with the aim
of ensuring that the collective pressure of all activities is kept within
levels compatible with the achievement of good environmental status
and that the capacity of marine ecosystems to respond to human-induced
changes is not compromised, while contributing to the sustainable use of

marine goods and services by present and future generations.




Hierarchy of Marine Planning Policy

* Marine Planning Policy Statement

« National Marine Planning Framework — Ireland’s Marine Spatial

Plan

« DMAPs — Sub-national marine spatial plans



National Marine Planning Framework

Long term planning framework for how we
use, protect, enjoy seas — out to 2040

Critical basis for future decision making by
marine decision makers - who are obliged to
Implement NMPF

Overarching Marine Planning Policies — Apply
to all proposals

Sectoral Marine Planning Policies




Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAPS)

* DMAPSs — Sub-national marine
spatial plans

» Sectoral or multi-sectoral policy
focus.

* May apply to the entire maritime
area or to a delineated
geographic boundary.

 Must add value to NMPF.

* When adopted they form part of
the NMPF.




Forward Planning:
A Framework
Approach




DMAP Process - Summary of the Key Steps

Public Body designated as a Competent Authority

Prepare DMAP proposal and submit to Minister for approval
Publish DMAP proposal on website

Publish Public Participation Statement

Prepare Draft DMAP (including SEA and AA)
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Development Management

« Part 8 of the MAP Act inserts Part XXI into the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended).

« Enables planning authorities (CPAs and ABP) to consider applications
for development in the maritime area (nearshore and outer maritime

area).

« S. 279 of the P&D Act extends the functional area of the planning

authority to include the nearshore.

« S. 279A MARA is a Prescribed Body.



Maritime Area Planning Act 2021

Where does the Act apply?

» 5.3 of MAP Act - Maritime Area
‘extending from the high water of
ordinary or medium tides of the sea

to the outer limits of the continental
shelf’.

Maritime Area is subdivided for the
purpose of planning administration as:

* Nearshore (HW mark to 3 nm)

« Quter Maritime Area (Maritime area
other than the nearshore)

High Water Mark




—— 3NM Limit of Nearshore (Draft)
—— 12NM Limit of Territorial Seas
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Development Management

S. 280 of the P&D Act — Applications for development shall be
submitted to the relevant coastal planning authority that are located:

Wholly in the nearshore area of that local authority;

Partly in the nearshore area of that local authority and partly
on land.

All development in the maritime area (with the exception of
development on privately owned nearshore) must have a MAC
prior to entering the planning system.



An Bord Pleanala
Part XXI, Chapter Il of the P&D Act

What development is submitted to ABP (S. 285)?

Development located wholly in the outer maritime area;
Development located partly in the outer maritime area, partly in the
nearshore of one or more CPAs and partly on land,;

Development located wholly in the nearshore of more than one CPA,

Development of class within the Eighth Schedule in the maritime area.



Objectives of MSP —
Article 5 of MSP Directive

1. When establishing and implementing maritime spatial planning, Member States shall consider
economic, social and environmental aspects to support sustainable development and
growth in the maritime sector, applying an ecosystem- based approach, and to promote
the coexistence of relevant activities and uses.

2. Through their maritime spatial plans, Member States shall aim to contribute to the sustainable
development of energy sectors at sea, of maritime transport, and of the fisheries and
aguaculture sectors, and to the preservation, protection and improvement of the environment,
Including resilience to climate change impacts. In addition, Member States may pursue other
objectives such as the promotion of sustainable tourism and the sustainable extraction of raw

materials.



Thank You

MSP@decc.gov.ie

www.marineplan.ie

@MSP _Ireland



mailto:MSP@decc.gov.ie
http://www.marineplan.ie/

