
Energy and Development Plans
Emerging Good Practice 

Stephanie Byrne - Planning Officer Plans Evaluations Team 



Plans Evaluation Function

Responsible for independently assessing all statutory plans for consistency with:

• National Planning Framework (NPF) and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES)

• Section 28 Guidelines and SPPR’s

• Policy Directives 

• Other matters expressed by the Minister 

• Section 10(2)(n) of the Act in relation to Climate Change and reduced energy demand 



Plans Evaluation and Climate Change

Section 10(2)(n) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended:

The promotion of sustainable settlement and transportation strategies in urban and rural areas including 

the promotion of measures to-

(i) Reduce energy demand in response to the likelihood of increases in energy and other costs due to 

long-terms decline in non-renewable resources,

(ii) Reduce anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions, emissions and address the necessity of 

adaptation to climate change, taking account of the local authority climate action plan, where such 

plan has been made for the area in question.

In particular, having regard to location, layout and design of new development.



Plans Evaluation and Climate Change
National Planning Framework

NPO 42

• To support, within the context of the Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP)39 and its successors, the progressive development of 
Ireland’s offshore renewable energy potential, including domestic and international grid connectivity enhancements.

NPO 54

• Reduce our carbon footprint by integrating climate action into the planning system in support of national targets for climate policy mitigation and 
adaptation objectives, as well as targets for greenhouse gas emissions reductions.

NPO 55

• Promote renewable energy use and generation at appropriate locations within the built and natural environment to meet national objectives towards 
achieving a low carbon economy by 2050. 

NPO 64

• Improve air quality and help prevent people being exposed to unacceptable levels of pollution in our urban and rural areas through integrated land 
use and spatial planning that supports public transport, walking and cycling as more favourable modes of transport to the private car, the promotion 
of energy efficient buildings and homes, heating systems with zero local emissions, green infrastructure planning and innovative design solutions.
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Good Practice Examples

South Dublin Development Plan 2022-2028

• Climate action is a cross-cutting and overarching 
theme.

• A holistic approach to ensuring Climate Action is at 
the forefront of all future 

• development within the county.

• ‘Climate Positive Objectives’ highlighted with the 
climate symbol.

• Each chapter has a Climate Action Audit with:
• an overview of potential sources of GHG 

emissions, and
• measures implemented to address same.



Good Practice Examples





Renewable Energy Example-
Mayo CDP



Renewable Energy Potential-
Mayo CDP



Decarbonisation Zone Example –
Laois CDP



Local Area Plan (LAP) Example



Positive Features of LAP related to 
Climate Action

 Promotes a town centre first approach with supporting retail / transport objectives and 

measures such as a link from outlet centre to town centre.

 Promotes a ‘10-minute settlement’ through its land use approach and sustainable transport 

measures which include 41 permeability measures and 56 cycling measures.

 Promotes a more self-sustaining settlement with a job ratio of 0.70 and includes an economic 

development strategy to achieve this.

 Promotes green infrastructure features to enhance identified biodiversity habitats, encourage 

nature based solutions and increase tree canopy coverage.



Other Examples

• EV charging and parking standards

• Objectives and targets for 30 kmh zones

• Policies facilitating district heating systems e.g DCC



Summary

• Energy is an inter-related topic across all considerations in development.
• Must consider settlement pattern impacts on energy demand and consumption.
• Sustainable Transport essential in reducing energy usage. 
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation key consideration in preparation of 

development plans and local area plans.
• Renewable energy strategies needed to ensure sustainable energy usage. 


