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OPR Core Statutory 
functions - to review 

systems and 
procedures 

Review and respond 

to complaints

.

Chapter IV (‘Review 
of Planning 

Functions’) of Part IIB 
of the Act, in 

particular section 
31AS of the Act. 

.

OPR ‘Pilot Methodology 

for Conducting Reviews 

of Local Authorities’ 

Systems and Procedures 

in relation to the 

Performance of Planning 

Functions’ (2020)

Background



Why is a Planning Review important? 



Review programme 

 Selection criteria – geographical area, workloads, challenges

 Pilot Phase:

Tipperary County Council, 

Louth County Council, 

Galway City Council, and;

Kildare County Council. 

 Learnings from the Pilot Phase

 Current work programme of reviews



Review Process

Initiation 

Letter 

Information 

request 

Initiation 

meeting and 

introductions 
.

Preparation of 

OPR Draft 

Report and 

Final Report 

Local 

Authority 

workshops
.

Submission of 

Information by 

Local Authority 
.
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Review Timeline  

Week 1  
Initiation

Week 1-3 
Section 
31AV 

Information 
Request & 
Initiation 
Meeting 

Week 6 –
Week 9

Local 
Authority 

Response & 
Workshops  

Week 13-16
Prepare 
Report 

Week 17
Circulate 

Draft 
Review 
Report 

Week 22-24 

Final Report 

6 months 
post 

review & 
onwards 
Implement 

Report 



31AV Information Request 

 Part A – Organisational and Management context

 Part B – Statutory planning functions 

 Part C – The wider Strategic Context

 One point of contact within Planning Department

 Appendix 1 - Director of Planning Services sign off

 www.opr.ie / https://www.opr.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Info-request-plus-appendices.pdf

http://www.opr.ie/
https://www.opr.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Info-request-plus-appendices.pdf


Local Authority Workshops

• Preparation of workshop agenda

• Face-to-face on site engagement

• Workshop style meetings

• Subsequent clarifications 



Ratings

 There are four ratings defined in the review:

Highly Effective

Effective

Some Improvement needed

Unsatisfactory
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Recommendations 

The key findings and recommendations are made in relation to systems 

and procedures, and the recommendations are also graded by level of 

priority:

Critical, 

High, 

Medium, 

Low,

Advisory.  



Finalisation of Review Report

Publication to 

OPR website 

05

Issuing final 

OPR Report to 

Local Authority 

and the Minister

04

03 Review of 

submissions and 

finalise OPR 

Report 02

Issuing draft OPR 

Report to Local 

Authority and the 

Minister 

01

Period for 
submissions and 
observations on 

draft OPR Report



Post Review 

1

Initial check in with local 

authority post OPR review 

6 month 



Post Review 

11

Next check in with local 

authority 

12 month 

2
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Post Review 

11

2

1

2

3

Next check in with local 

authority

18 month 



11

2

1

2

3

4

Post Review 

24 month
Final check in regarding the 

review 



Thank you 


