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1. Introduction and context

2. Key elements in Plan 
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3. Making and Delivering the Plan
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1. Introduction and context:

Policy and Legislation Context

Purpose of the Development Plan  

Role of Elected Members
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: Hierarchy of Plans
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Adapting locally in the Development Plan 
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Legislative basis – P & D Act (2000)

Development Plans - Sections 9-17 of the Act 

Core Strategy (2010) - 10(1A) & 10(2A) 

• Requiring consistency in ‘Planning Tiers’ from                            

NPF to RSESs to CDPs

Strategy for local development through 

objectives and policies across thematic areas 
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Purpose of the Development Plan: Plan- led Development 

 Make strategic choices about future 

development 

 Provide a vision of change and growth 

 Support local context with appropriate policy  

 Means to manage & prioritise                           

co-ordinated actions 

 Strengthen link between investment           

funding and local delivery
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Role of the Elected Members

 Policy-makers and decision-makers 

 Balance diverse views and interests with 

plan mechanism and statutory obligations

 On-going liaison and briefing by executive  

necessary throughout   

 Plan is the statutory responsibility                       

of the Elected Members – making the plan 

is reserved function under Section 12 of Act
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2. Key elements in Plan 

Preparation

Core Strategy and Housing Supply

Compact Growth and Regeneration 

Climate and Environment
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Ministerial Guidelines  - Section 28 of the Act

 Aim to ensure consistency in the planning process 

and highlight best practice 

 Devised through consultation incl. stakeholder 

inputs via Advisory Forum (incl. AILG)

 Draft for Consultation (August 2021) replacing the 

previous 2007  DP Guidelines

 Current finalisation with Minister 
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Core Strategy and Housing Supply

Population growth targets from NPF reflected in RSES

‘Housing Supply Target’ based on ESRI research

Core Strategy/Settlement Strategy of the Plan 



Rialtas na hÉireann | Government of Ireland

Core Strategy and Housing Supply

Devising the Settlement Strategy

• NPF/RSES Settlements

• Settlement Capacity Audit

• Transport Accessibility

• Employment Profile

• Environmental/Flood Risk

• Compact Growth Targets
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Core Strategy and Housing Supply

Devising the Core Strategy

• Allocation of housing targets

• Rural Housing Estimate

• ‘Tiered’ approach to zoning

• Additional Provision

• Core Strategy Table/Map
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2. Key elements in Plan 

Preparation

Core Strategy and Housing Supply

Compact Growth and Regeneration 

Climate and Environment
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Compact Growth/Regeneration

The Challenge

NPF National Strategic Goal

‘50% of new housing in Cities, 

30% of new housing in towns

to be within existing built up area’

Navan Objective, Meath Development Plan 2021-2027  
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Compact Growth/Regeneration

Legacy Issues

‘Catch up’ for services

Depopulation and decline

Greenfield sprawl

High carbon footprint

Solutions

Active land management

Settlement Consolidation Sites

Regeneration Funding

Implementation of RZLT
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Delivery And Funding

Cork City Docklands

Cork City Development Plan (2015) 

‘Vision for the Docklands’

Comprehensive Plan-led regeneration

City Plan draws together land use, 

transportation, infrastructure goals 

€353m URDF investment
Docklands Objective, Cork Development Plan 2015 - 2021  
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Delivery and Funding

Clare – Ennis

Clare County Development Plan (2017) 

• ‘Opportunity sites’ identified/mapped

• Public realm improvements specified

• Integrated regeneration strategy

3 projects funded through URDF for 

€7.9m
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Delivery and Funding

Limerick City

Limerick 2030

• Transformational projects identified

• Linking spatial and economic 

regeneration

• Integrated regeneration strategy

8 projects funded through URDF for 

€125m
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Delivery and Funding

Monaghan

County Development Plan 2019

• Objectives for Dublin Street 

Regeneration

• Comprehensive regeneration 

strategy: residential/commercial/retail

2 projects funded through URDF for 

€14.5m
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Delivery and Funding

Fingal 

County Development Plan 2017

Objectives for regeneration of Balbriggan

‘Our Balbriggan Rejuvenation Plan’ 2019

Plan-led regeneration with multiple 

stakeholder involvement

Project funded through URDF for €27m
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2. Key elements in Plan 

Preparation

Core Strategy and Housing Supply

Compact Growth and Regeneration 

Climate and Environment
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Legally binding targets - net zero emissions by 2050, 

51% reduction by 2030

Plan must integrate mandatory climate objectives 

• Sustainable settlement and transport strategies

• Reduce energy demand and GHG emissions

• Address adaptation measures, and take account of 

the local Climate Action Plan

Climate Action Objectives in the Plan
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Plan as an enabler for Climate Action 

Development Plan can 

assist in wider adaption 

and mitigation efforts of 

local authority, in a holistic 

way across sectors

Leadership role of local 

authorities in developing 

climate opportunities
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Identify climate opportunity projects

Portlaoise -Low Carbon Town

Trim – URBACT Global Goals town

Use development plan to identify low carbon projects and leverage funding
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Set Measurable Objectives – Sustainable Transport

South Dublin Draft County Development Plan 2022-2028

Use baseline data to inform mode share targets in the plan and provide an 

evidence base and policy supports for sustainable transport funding proposals 
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Show contribution to national climate objective

Clare Development Plan 2017 - 2023 maps areas of sensitivity and sets out 

baseline data to inform targets for different renewable energy resources
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Set Specific Objectives - SUDS

Kellystown LAP – Fingal County Council

Development objectives can specify the need for settlement level solutions, 

which can be addressed by LAPs and linked to measurable indicators
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Creating healthy attractive places

Cork Draft Development Plan 2022 - 2028 integrates Green Blue Infrastructure 

opportunities over successive plan periods up to 2040
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3. Making and Delivering the Plan 

Stage 5 - Adoption and immediate 

Post-Adoption

Reporting and Monitoring 

Funding and Investment Opportunities 
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Stage 5 - Adoption and immediate Post-Adoption

Members make the plan within 6 

weeks of receiving the CE Report 

on Material Alterations.

Publish notice to make plan and 

Environmental Statements



Rialtas na hÉireann | Government of Ireland

Once plan is adopted under 12 (6) or(10) of the Act, the authority must 

also issue notice to certain bodies, including specific requirements to:

 Notify the OPR and send a copy of the written statement and maps, 

within 5 working days

 Notify owners of PROWs and Protected Structures, recommended 

within 10 working days.

Plan comes into effect 6 weeks after the resolution is made 

Stage 5 - Adoption and immediate Post-Adoption
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DP Reporting & Monitoring 

 Formal 2-year report on implementation of 

the plan by CE under 15(2) of the Act

 Clearer annual reporting to Council on 

planning permissions, housing delivery, 

commercial, retail, etc.

 Identify trends and spatial patterns in 

development   

 Visual tools and dashboards in development
Continuous Policy Cycle
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Spatial data tools and resources

Visual tools and dashboards to assist in analysis & assess implementation
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 Clear objectives and policy in DP to focus investment 

 Future funding applications anchored in the DP 

strategy 

 Provides strong statutory basis for infrastructural             

investment schemes (Part VIII, ABP applications, etc)

 Significant public funding available for quality plan-led 

projects 

Development Plan and Investment Funding
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 EU ERDF and Just Transition Funding 2021-2027

 Project Ireland 2040 - URDF and RRDF 

 Town and Village Renewal Scheme 

 SH Capital Programmes for refurbishment/re-use

 Town Centre First – new Croí Cónaithe fund

 Sustainable Transport Programmes

 Built Heritage Funding 

Development Plan and Investment Funding



Rialtas na hÉireann | Government of Ireland

…Development Plan Strategy  

“Ultimately, the planning process should be judged by the

extent to which it maintains and creates places where

people wish to live, work and spend leisure time…”

Planning Policy Statement for Ireland 

2015


