
Public Rights of Way and 

Local Authority 

Development Plans

Case Study Paper 01

12th November 2021

Kenneth Moloney, Senior Planner

,,__ ;5Jfi[fEgfmt?x

ff , \,rJ% Lf‘/3 t‘;fi:—i:—,fi‘L:[u<,m:°>—:t'?‘fl:::—g:'J>4j[:—j

'/ ‘ ‘ " ‘

<i:“E3::r:a::,uf‘F:[’:e

P[f,.1L';u ;fl.*1;;\ U—;:e:w:,;\,u[21'fi:;,»;



Statutory Context for OPR 

Reviews/Complaints Function

 Statutory contexts…

 S. 31AS of the Act

 S. 31AT (Minister forms an 

opinion re PA performance)

 S. 31 AU (complaint by any 

person to OPR or via Minister)

 OPR Context

 Legislative functions (S. 31P 

(1) (i) & S. 31P (1) (f))



Correspondence to the Office

 Development Plan consistency 

 Local amenity value of tracks / trails

 Healthy living

 Covid-19 pandemic 

 Access  
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Mandatory DP objective 
Preservation of PROW 

access to seashore, 
mountain, lakeshore, 
river bank – map / list

Provision of PROW 

Section 10 (2) (o) of 

the Planning & 

Development Act, 

2000 (as amended)

Section 14 of the 

Planning & 

Development Act, 

2000 (as amended)

Section 206 (creation 

of PROW pursuant to 

agreement)

Section 207 

(compulsory powers 

for creation of PROW)



Project Methodology (desk top review) –Part 1

NWRA 

Development 

Plan

DP reference 

to PROW’s

Policy Objective for 

Protection / 

Preservation

Recorded 

PROW’s on 

Map

Recorded 

PROW’s in list 

form

DP objective to ID 

PROW’s during life of 

Plan

Cavan     

Donegal    

Galway City 

Galway County   

Leitrim   

Mayo   

Monaghan   

Roscommon     

Sligo     
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Trending Searches PowerPoint Template Slide11 DP’s have PROW’s have inventory & recorded on 

maps

32 DP’s identify policy objectives for protection / 

preservation of PROW’s

Review Part 1
All (35) development plans make reference to PROW’s

22 DP’s (including 11 above) have objectives to identify 

PROW’s during life time of plan

10 plans had no inventory or map of PROW’s, nor an 

objective to identify any PROW’s during the life time of 

the plan
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Trending Searches PowerPoint Template Slide

Review Part 2

Key issues identified in implementation of S. 

10(2)(o)

Section 15 Progress Report

City / County Development Plan review 

Refinements / comments 



Conclusions

 A variety of approaches

 Public Rights of Way

 Maps / lists

 Non statutory walks / ways

 Permissive Access 

 Greenways

 Coillte

'

: ' -‘

<5." ' J
3.15;; ; — 1

. '3;' .

—-x '3 ;V t

V

. 5“ ‘ff
‘ /\

..*«»\ge_:.;a:e:*I“: .

“

V

‘x ,

‘

»§
.;«.(...:_,;', 7 5

'

‘

,-;,‘.-‘.5 .< .



Good Practice

 Seashore, riverbanks, lakeshore, mountains 

& uplands

 Access from Mullingar to Lough Owel on PROW 

 Combined with 

 Westmeath Way

 Proposed Westmeath Greenway



I ‘ _,--
I 7' / .7

p
. .:'

‘

-

_,a’ - {Q
‘

‘-.'.-
'

; ./1 -a -5,’ ~-.1 V

‘ T
.

‘ ‘

J~
.

’/ -.r'-._ff‘.. at ‘

_

I ;«. ;
.

, ‘ u.. -_ ‘g J _,.
-

/
4

"

-

F‘
Ar

_

5
V fir; 1.*."_ti

V -4-Ir;
N \

_

-_‘ /-‘.1: '_ f
U

fig.‘,, :3 .

;
V

,

. u .

5 ;. ,r‘fl,.,%e
.5‘

-£L-i,‘~.r- j/gm _,V

->~ «I _~-U’ fl cgg ,
r:_Jr.. o e ,2-

‘

_

. .«._~;,-v7#__m_,..f~
-.- "n‘.-"I -=

.-

2! 3
‘

,.
T

,

1) 5 V.
‘ A’ "

¢:—;.— V .‘ '*'
. ; 4%‘-‘r.<’.' ‘ 95- -v

._. ..:.;‘,,S.‘
‘$9,, .§ W,’ J

-’
>»~..,.

-’ ‘_. ,;.; x

J‘
:;"'— ¢-‘."A._'

J

‘

«-'.V'- E" :
.

~I’,'

»
-“

T -.4: —

PRQW4 mm,

Public right 0' wav xxm, mm W M may .,. rm wmm.um. ‘

““'“"e’”‘E""“"°"9 K'é';??»,§",lW.JZ§EfL$5fl?EIL?lK""“"”““ ' ' '

_pub..c,igmofway £35,Q3'3‘ESmLEi?f§?K§J.3l?J’§?2‘§L.‘.M h‘ > ‘\
to be preserved

W, mm Lu... um.
,

FiisililI1"I;€‘?§$2';2WZnY:¥§;?T.‘m
_

I. '"

. n.m..;w.V 5 N,» a um um M W ‘:11’-§':—,j;j,:‘j;, -‘ ‘

v.‘ i‘ 5- x3L§’§§‘£“lV§n7n‘.‘l"z‘&§a‘."3'L“l‘°c»£?L“§’wC;‘$$1?“
_.

-‘T '

V,‘ V1 cwm 1-2-«— ,> ‘



Good Practice

Establish 

an 

inventory

Work with 
wider 

government 
bodies 

.

Map amenity 
routes –

including cross 
boundary

.

Researching 
legal right of 

ways
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CSP Conclusions

Local authorities 

followed best 

approach – better 

outcomes

Variety 
outcomes 

Evaluate and 
assesse County 

Development Plans

www.myplan.ie Further focussed 
engagement



Thanks for listening…


